NORTH DAKOTA GRAND CHAPTER
2009 SUMMER NEWSLETTER
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Summer is almost over, even though it seems like it was never here. Grand Chapter for 2009 was held at the
Ramada Suites in Fargo with Sister Janis Hoffmann and Brother Fred Larson presiding. We were fortunate to
have a huge amount of distinguished guests and visitors again. North Dakota members present were 153. We are
down to 18 Chapters now in ND. Our total membership for 2009 was 1318 members.

"INTRODUCTION TO YOUR 2009-2010 GRAND OFFICERS"

Meet your new Worthy Grand Matron, Kathy Pratt and your Worthy Grand Patron

Patron, Richard Suggs. Sister Kathy is from Mecca #5, Fargo, and Brother Richard
ichard is from Acacia #12, Grand Forks. Their theme this year is

"Our Favorite Things". Grand Chapter will be held June 17-19, 2010 at the even

Seas Motel in Mandan, ND
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Sister Hazel Bless

Grand Conductress
Bismarck #11
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Sister Cheryl Disrud
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Woodbine #4, Valley City

Grand Secretary
Mecca #5
Wahpeton #3

Sister Cheryl Siirila
Associate Grand
Conductress

Mecca #5, Fargo

Sister Carol Troftgruben

Grand Organist

Acacia #12, Grand Forks
"Music"

Sister Maria Overn
Grand Esther
Woodbine #4, Valley City
"Masonic Cancer Center"

Sister Cheryl Poehls
Grand Warder
Woodbine #4, Valley City
"Pathfinder Badges"

Sister JoAnn Buriak, PGM
Grand Lecturer
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SCHOOLS OF INSTRUCTION

Our Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Kathy, has opted this year to have six schools of instructions. These will take place of Official Visits
to the Chapters. We have already had one school, July 25 in Rolla, and attendance was great. The time table for the schools I is 8:30
AM to 9:30 AM, registrations and continental breakfast; 9:30 AM School starts. Grand Officers and/or substitutes open and close in full
form. Initiation will be held at one of the schools. We will cover whatever the host Chapter wants us to cover. We are done at 12 noon.
We have lunch and then at 1 or 1:30 PM we have a workshop on membership until 3 PM. Sister Kathy's main issue this year is
"membership”. The school and other events are as follows:

Sept. 26 -  Committee meetings and Membership Rally in Fargo
10:00 am Finance, By-Laws and Membership
Committees meet - 1 pm Rally lead by CJ
Brasel from MN
Dinner at El Zagal Shrine 5:30 pm - $10
7 pm Rainbow's Official Visit /School
RSVP to Grand Secretary, Robbie by 9-22

Oct. 3 Cavalier 9:30 am School 1 pm Membership rally
Possible initiation - OES Foundation presentation
Oct. 6 Friends Night, Acacia #12 - Reception for WGP
Oct. 9-10 Grand Chapter in SD
Oct. 17 Mecca #5 9:30 am School 1 pm Membership Rally

3 pm Reception for Worthy Grand Matron

"PLANT A TREE FOR MASONRY™"

ALL ABOARD!!

Bus is leaving for Tulsa, OK, for the 2009 Triennial
Assembly. Bus leaves Wed. Oct. 28 and back on Nov.
7th. Many more members are going by car and airplane.
It should be a great time!! Sister's Janice Sather and
Karen Larson are in charge of the entertainment??

@ OES LIBRARY

The OES Library has been moved to the Fargo
WorShipful Grand Master, Mike Bakken of MayVi”e, ND has aSpeCiaI Masonic Center and is being Cata|ogued by Br.
project for his year. Itis to “plant a tree for Masonry". At our recent Harlan Pratt. We also would like to obtain any
picnic at the Peace Gardens August 9th, between Manitoba OES and pictures that members would be willing to share
ND, Worthy Grand Matron'S, Kathy Pratt, ND and Linda Spina, with us to be part of the history of our Grand
Manitoba, Worthy Grand Patron's Richard Suggs, ND and Ron Hodge, Chapter. If you have pictures you would like to
Manitoba, planted a tree at the Peace Gardens up by the Peace Chapel. donate or are able to put them on a CD and send
They planted a Silver Red Maple. All Masonic Lodges are encouraged them to the Grand Secretary office, we would
to participate in this project, as is Eastern Star Chapter. Wouldn't it be appreciate this.  If you need anything from the
nice if every Star Chapter did this? If you do, take a picture so we can OES Library, please contact Harlan Pratt, PGP,
put it in the Eastern Star Journal. Grand Librarian.

""Count your nights by stars, not shadows. Count you life with smiles, not tears™
""Sorry, yesterday was the deadline for all complaints.*

""Good friends are like stars. You can't always see them, but you know they're always there."
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Membership Rally

Fargo Masonic Center

Saturday Sept. 26t 1-5 P.M.

Sponsored by
North Dakota and Minnesota
Grand Chapters, Order of the Eastern Star
Evening Activities
5:30 P.M. Meal at Fargo El Zagal Shrine - $10.00

7:00 P.M. Rainbow for Girls School of Instruction

Sponsored by North Dakota/South Dakota Grand Assembly

Registration by e-mailing ND Grand Chapter Office, ndoes4us@ndoes.org

OR complete the following and mail to ND Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern
Star, 1405 3rd St. N., Fargo, ND 58102

Name: Jurisdiction:
Member of:
Phone No.: Email:

Meal Registration by: Sept. 21 Number for meal
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ND COMMITTEE MEETINGS WILL ALSO BE HELD ON THIS DAY STARTING AT
10:00 AM. This is to consist of Finance, By-Laws and Membership for sure. Other
committees may meet if they wish. Chairman just contact you group and let us know so we
have enough rooms assigned.

Participation is important!!'!! With our dwindling membership, we all need to learn the best
way to obtain new members. Sister Kathy's year is dedicated to Membership. We need
your support and participation to make sure that ND Grand Chapter can survive in the

future.

DID YOU KNOW that ND Grand Chapter used to have 128 Chapters? Now we have 18. Did you know
that the peak in membership was in 1926 at 12,812 members? Now we are down to 1318. Want something
to brag about?? This past year, the ND Grand Chapter contributed $18,496.38 to its local projects. We also
contributed $5,842.38 to General Grand Chapter projects. ESTARL alone this year gave out $10,000 in
scholarships and Rainbow scholarships were $2,100. Now, this is nothing to sneeze about for the small
membership we have in ND. BE PROUD to be an Eastern Star because we are doing so much good.




ESTARL:

please be diligent in seeking out applicants
for ESTARL. We really want to have a lot
of applicants this year. Contact your
churches to see if there is a student going to
seminary or into any type of religious
training. Get an application to them.
Download them from the website. They
have to be in by May 1st.
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Some new things are going to be happening this year
at Grand Chapter. Our Worthy Grand Matron is
looking for "Stars have talent”, which means any of
you members out there that have a talent you can
share with us at Grand Chapter, please do. Forms

are available from your secretary. Singing, dancing,
instruments, yodeling, etc., come one, come all!

Hat parade!
2nd evening at

Grand Chapter.

Bring your
ugliest,
funniest, or
prettiest and
parade around
the Grand
Chapter room.

OES Volunteer Day at the Overlook Shelter
International Peace Garden

A number of our members showed up at the Overlook Shelter which is located in the
International Peace Garden situated on the border between North Dakota and Manitoba, Canada on
Friday August 7" for a day of scrapping and painting. Unfortunately the weather did not cooperate
with the effort as it was raining, misting, windy, foggy and cool. The group did have a good session
with the CEO of the Peace Garden Doug Hevenor.

Another attempt will be made to volunteer our help to the Garden most likely around the
April time frame when it comes time to repaint all the picnic tables in the Peace Garden.

This year our Worthy Grand Matron, Kathy Pratt, is stressing Membership in our Order. Our
Chapters are a visible, caring and active organization which needs to be identified in our North
Dakota communities. The North Dakota Grand Chapter would like to have an ongoing service
project in which all North Dakota Chapters would contribute to. Example: Contributing books to

all libraries in your area with a ND Grand Chapter label in each book. This is one way to make us
visible in our communities.

We need your HELP! If you have any ideas for a special project, please send them to Nancy
Kainz, AGM, Hazel Bless, GC or Cheryl Siirila, AGC by April 1st. We will compile a list to be
brought up at Grand Chapter.

North Dakota Grand Chapter Project
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PATHFINDER REQUIREMENTS
"Traveling Teapots"

A total of 30 points are needed to receive a Pathfinder ribbon and those who have earned 60 points will receive a Teapot pin to wear with
their ribbon. If you expect to accumulate enough points to earn a pin, please wait to send your point sheet after you have earned a total of
60 points.

Points may be earned by the following:

10 Points Attendance at Grand Chapter
10 Points Attendance at a Grand Chapter Session in another Jurisdiction
10 Points For performing 10 hours of volunteer work for a non-masonic organization
5 Points Attendance at a State School of Instruction
5 Points Attendance at the exchange with other Jurisdictions
*5 Points Attendance at a stated meeting of a Chapter other than your own
5 Points Attendance at a Masons or Masonic Family function
5 Points Attendance at a Membership Rally other than during State Schools of Instruction
5 Points Attendance at a Grand Chapter Committee meeting (all members are welcome to be present at

committee meetings)
When you have earned your points, turn your sheet into your Chapter Secretary who will forward it onto the Grand Warder. Deadline for

5555555555555

"Ritual Competition at Grand Chapter™
Ritual Competition will be a part of the Grand Chapter
Session in 2010.These are the parts that will be
included.

MULTI-STATE EXCHANGE
IN SIOUX FALLS

Several of the Grand Officers and their escorts attended
the Multi-state exchange in Sioux Falls August 14, 15 &
16. There was a total of 253 registered. The event was
held at the RamKota motel. Friday evening was a buffet
dinner and several skits put on by some of the Grand
Chapters there. Saturday we met for breakfast and then it
was a free day to do what one please. We met back for

Men: Associate Patron's long form from initiation;
obligations from initiation with appropriate stops.

dinner again at 6:30 pm, following by more hilarious
skits. Sunday brought breakfast again with a church
service to follow, then everyone went on their way home.
There was nine states and two providences present. Nine
Worthy Grand Matrons were there. If you missed it, you
missed a very good time.

North Dakota delegation there

Men or Women: Three Chaplains prayers from
opening, closing and initiation.

Women: Both conductress parts from initiation
Both Worthy Matron's parts of initiation
Any one or more of the Star Point lectures
from initiation.

Competition will be held at Grand Chapter before the
session starts. Please sign up by June 1st so the
schedule for competition can be posed on the website.
Winners will be announced during Grand Chapter.
Judging will be on a point basis done by 3 Past
Grands.

== WGP's reception and friends night,
Tuesday, Oct. 6 - 6 pm reception with light
evening meal of sandwiches, salad, cake and
punch. Friendship night meeting afterwards.
RSVP to Mary Freije 701-771-6239 or 701-
741-3249 or acaciaoes@gmail.com




Fun Pictures!

WGM, Kathy with Grand
Worshipful Master, Mike
Bakken at picnic in Fargo

50 year members in Rolla Nancy, you are so cute
First School for 2009, Rolla With a butterfly on

Here is our dear Past Grand
Matron, Grace Patterson of
Wahpeton #3. A meeting
was held at the nursing home
and she was able to attend.

""We Honor our departed Sisters and Brother"'

Sister Beryl Thompson, Wild Rose #58, Churchs Ferry
Sister Cleone Douglas, Golden Rule #17, Dickinson
Sister Martha Whalen, Acacia #12, Grand Forks
Sister Dorothy Johnson, Acacia #12, Grand Forks
Sister Marian Hadzor, Bismarck #11, Bismarck
Sister Dacotah Faught, Mecca #5, Fargo

Sister Corinne Horken, Mecca #5, Fargo

Sister Sharon Wright, Woodbine #4, Valley City
Sister Beatrice Severson, Woodbine #4, Valley City
Brother Jerome Schradick, Wahpeton #3, Wahpeton
Sister Myrtle Morrison, Acacia #12, Grand Forks
Sister Barbara Pinjuv, Wahpeton #3, Wahpeton

Undoubtedly, by this time this letter is published, another of our dear Sister's or Brother's will have passed and we
extend sincere sympathy to their Chapter and families.



NEWS FROM MEMBERSHIP RALLIES

Our Worthy Grand Matron has been conducting membership meetings after every School of Instruction so far.
The minutes from the Schools and these rallies are being e-mailed to the Past Grand's, the Deputy Grand Matrons,
Chapter Secretaries and Grand Officers. This has become an effective tool as it keeps the Grand Officers who
cannot come in the loop, and also keeps our out of state Past Grand's informed what is going on in ND. The WGM
asks members "What do you like about Eastern Star and why did you join?" The following is a synopsis of some
of the answers:

Why did you join? What can we do better?
1. Like the ritual work and marching 1. We are not doing our ritual work well.
2. Because Mom filled out the petition 2. We are not mentoring our new members.
3. Was a Rainbow girl 3. We need better leadership skills
4. Because | was asked to 4. The need to make our meetings more interesting.
5. Was the thing to do back then. 5. Need to do more charitable work.
6. Wife forced him to! 6. We need to toot our horn!
7. Like the friendships developed 7. We need to clean our own house before we can

8. Fellowship ask people to join.

9. Charitable 8. Ask Masons and Shriners what they think of
10. Multi-generational Eastern Star.

11. Husband and Wife can belong 9. Need to set a vision and goal.

12. Good leadership training. 10. Somehow we need to make ourselves THE

organization to belong to.
What would you like to see changed or happen at Grand Chapter?

Eliminate committee reports, have published in a book available at registration
Need to have more fun events.

We need to provide workshops for leadership

There has to be more for members to participate in

Look at Committee structures

Cut down on number of days of Grand Chapter

Eliminate Past Grand's banquet and combine with the All Star

Eliminate head tables

N~ WNE

Other suggestions to generate interest in Chapters is to go on "adventures”. As a group, go visit a museum, art
exhibit, antique store, go out to eat together, go on a trip together, but just do events where you get to know each
other and like each other. If we can show we are a fun group to be around, it will be more enticing to obtain
members.  Another issue is we need to get involved in a statewide project that will make us more recognizable.
When "Eastern Star" is mentioned, it will be"Oh, that is the group that supports . Instead of
what is that. Or, that is for a bunch of old ladies, Or that is just a women's group.
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"In Memoriam™
Brother Glen Carlson, PGP of ND, passed away on Thursday, September 17 at the
Minot Hospital. Please remember Sister Colleen and the family in your prayers.
Brother Glen served as Worthy Grand Patron with Sister Jane Thompson. They
held their Session in Fargo and is was called "The Garden of Friendship™ Session.

Brother Gien Carlson, PGP



Way to

go
Acacia!

Order of the Eastern Star of
North Dakota Grand Chapter
1405 3rd St. No.

Fargo, ND 58102

Return Service Requested

At Acacia Chapter #12, Grand Forks, August 4, 2009 meeting, Sister
Cleo Rowe asked if the members would be interested in donating to
the WWII Honor Flight as they were in need of funds and had a trip
planned in September. This is in keeping with our Worthy Matron's
theme for the year, "Home of the Free Because of the Brave". We
decided to try to raise as much money as we could in the month
before our September 1st meeting. Sister Mary Freije sent out an e-
mail requesting donations and we also decided to give the money
earned working at the Circus last April. The total amount we gave to
the representatives of the Honor Flight, Tim Koski and Scott Ross,
was $425. The picture shows Sister Cleo Rowe, Treasurer and Sister
Laurie Christianson, Worthy Matron, presenting the check to Tim
and Scott on September 1st. Tim and Scott explained some of the
things that the veterans are able to do on the trip. We really enjoyed
hearing about this very worthwhile endeavor.
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